
Nativity of Mary Church and School 
10017 E 36th Terrace Independence, MO 64052 

Parish: (816) 353-2184     Sc hool: (816) 353-0284     We b: www.nativityofmary.org 

Parish Staff 
 Rev. Robert Stone, Pastor 

Deacon David Townley. Business Manager 

816-589-5875 
Elizabeth Baker, Principal 
 
New  Parishioners 
If you are new to our parish and would 
like more information please contact the 
Parish Office. 
 
Pastoral Care 
Sacraments for the Sick and Homebound 
and Pastoral visits to the Homebound and 
Hospital 
Contact Fr. Bob Stone or David Townley 
In case of emergency after business hours 
or on weekends, call David Townley at 816
-589-5875.  
 
Emergency Assistance 
Contact St. Mary’s Food Pantry and 
Clothes Closet - 816-252-8649 
 
Religious Education Classes 
Debbie Page, Parish Office 
 
School 
School, Early Childhood and Extended 
Care Carmen Wolfgeher, school office 
 
Sacrament Preparation 
Baptism, Confirmation, Adult Initiation 
(RCIA) and Matrimony 
Contact the parish office for information 
 
SPRED 
Special Religious Education for the  
Developmentally Disabled 
Paula Cassity, parish office 
 
Music Ministry 
Dr. Helena Vasconcellos, parish office 
 
Diocesan Victim’s Advocate 
Leslie Guillot,  
816-361-2666 
 

December 25, 2011 
 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

“My attitude must be Christ’s.”  - Philippians 2:5 

 



December 25, 2011 - The Nativity of the Lord 

    Please pray for:   

Readings for the Week  
 

December 26, 2011 - January 1, 2012 
 

Monday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-
22Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 1:5 -- 2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday:  1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Friday:   Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3;  
  Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or  
  Heb 11:8, 11-12,17-19; Lk 2:22-40  
  [22, 39-40] 
Saturday:  1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
Sunday:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7;  
  Lk 2:16-21 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Dec. 24 - Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 

 3:00PM + Ruth Dekat 

12:00AM Nativity of Mary Parish 

December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord 

10:00AM + Al & Mary Flowers  

Monday, December 26 - St. Stephen 

8:30AM COMMUNION SERVICE 

Tuesday, December 27 - St. John the Apostle 

8:30AM COMMUNION SERVICE 

Wednesday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents 

8:30AM COMMUNION SERVICE 

Thursday, December 29 - St. Thomas Becket 

8:30AM COMMUNION SERVICE 

Fri., Dec. 30 -The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

8:30AM Intentions of Jim Kleoppel 

Sat., Dec. 31 - Vigil of Blessed Virgin, Mother of God 

4:00PM Deceased of Center & Crocker Families 

Sun., January 1 - Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 

 8:00AM + Edgar Schaefer 

10:30AM + Ann Schrader & Willard & Linnie Nafus 

 + Barney Breunig & Jackie Crabtree 

 + Al & Mary Flowers  

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

THE GIFT OF GOD'S WORD 
 
On this day of gifts and gift-giving, it seems appropriate 
that we take a moment to reflect on the great gift of God's 
Word. Because it is creative, God's Word always points to 
its author, always calls us to respond. Because it is power-
ful, God's Word can link the sublime with the ridiculous, 
the transcendent with the immanent, the divine with the 
human. Because it is graceful, God's Word establishes a 
relationship of deep intimacy between us and God. 
 
At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing tension be-
tween the mysterious and the mundane.  In our liturgical 
celebration, this unresolved tension both reveals the  
meaning of life for us and calls us to respond, to act upon 
that meaning. 
 
Once accepted and opened, the gift of God's Word is a gift 
that keeps on giving and keeps on calling us to give in re-
turn. It dares us to be like the gift-giver and to become gifts 
for others, not only at Christmas, but at every moment of 
life. 

Destinee Akers Patricia Giamalva Will Proffitt 

Alyssa Banks Gordon Gladden Lawrence Raab 

Ione Becker Elmer Henry Josephine Rader 

Dana Betsworth Lori Hudson Dan Rodgers 

John Branham Peggy Ighalo Tonya Robinson 

Nancy Brown Bonnie Jones Tamara Rucker  

Thelma Bruehl Deborah Junco Nick Schofield 

Carole Byrd Wilbur Klemm Anita Smith 

Jose Campos Ed Krayczyk,  Jr. Charlaine Smith 

Ron Caster Barbara Krebs Sherry Strannigan 

Donavynn Cronk Genie Kuske Mary Ellen Theisen 

Terri Dirkes Tianna Lucas Philip Theisen 

Rita Dispense Charlotte Mellard Ethel Thomas 

Danny Duvall Kelly Metz Paul Varsalona 

David Erickson Michael Monley Joe Vlach 

Tyler Farrell Ruth Netherton Anita Wheeler 

Eleanor Gaffey Elnora Newton Rosemary Winkleman 

Dan Gaylord Julie Page Emil Yancik  

 Eva Pinon  Jessie Zapien 



December 25, 2011 -  School 

 

SCHOLARSHIP AND PLACEMENT TEST  
FOR INCOMING FRESHMEN 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 
 

All eighth grade students planning to attend a 
Catholic high school next fall must take the Scholar-
ship and Placement Test on Saturday, January 7, 
2012.  All Catholic high schools are testing sites.   
 

Doors open at 8 a.m., and  
the test begins at 8:30 a.m.   

 

The test is an entrance requirement for all diocesan 
and private high schools in the Diocese of Kansas 
City-St. Joseph.  Students may test at Archbishop 
O’Hara, Bishop LeBlond, Cristo Rey, Notre Dame 
de Sion, Rockhurst, St. Mary, St. Pius X, or St. 
Teresa Academy.   
 

Please call the school of your choice  
to reserve a spot.  

ST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL 
PLACEMENT TEST INFORMATION 

 

8th grade students who plan to attend St. Mary's 
High School for the 2012-2013 school year 
should register to take the Explore/
Placement Test. The Placement Test will be 
given at St. Mary's High School on Saturday, 
January 7, 2012.  Registration begins at 8:00 
a.m. and testing begins promptly at 8:30 
a.m. The top ten scorers will receive a $500 
scholarship to St. Mary's High School for 
their Freshman year. On test day bring with you 
two - #2 pencils with erasers, a calculator and 
$10 to cover the cost of the testing fee.  Donuts 
and juice will be served prior to the test and pizza 
and soda will be served following the test. You 
will be ready to be picked up at Noon.   
 

You can register on-line at the  
St. Mary's website, www.stmhs.org or  
call Mrs. Lori Jonas at 816-268-2555.    

Order from SCRIP & Help Nativity School 
 

                       Next Order is Due 
                       January 10th by Noon 

 
SCRIP is a term that means “substitute money”.  
When you purchase SCRIP, you are purchasing 
negotiable gift certificates (gift cards) that are 
used just like cash. You can use it to purchase 
food, clothing, toys, gifts, even gasoline.   
 

You receive full face value  
for the gift cards you purchase  

and the school makes a percentage  
of the price (2% to 15%).   

 
 

If you regularly shop at any of the participating 
companies please consider buying SCRIP cards to 
make your purchases. Also, when you need gift 
cards please check out the SCRIP order form to 
see if there is one that will fit your needs. The Na-
tivity of Mary SCRIP Program is a simple and effec-
tive fundraising program for our school.  
 

 

How do I order?   
Fill out an order form and send it along with pay-
ment (checks made out to Nativity School) to the 
school office, drop it in the collection basket or 
bring it to the Ministry Center in an envelope 
marked SCRIP.  Orders are placed monthly, usu-
ally the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon. 
 
 

How do I Order?   
For your convenience there is a form on the last 
page of this bulletin or you can go to the Nativity 
of Mary website (www.nativityofmary.org); on the 
home page click on “school”, then click on 
“fundraising” at the top of the page, scroll down 
and look for “SCRIP” then click to download a 
form.   
 

Make checks to Nativity of Mary School 
 

If you have questions, please feel free to 
call the school office, 816-353-0284. 

 
 

Thanks for your support! 



 Calendar - 2011 - 2012 

Sunday           25 
10:00AM  
Christmas Mass 

Monday           26 
8:30AM  
Communion Serv. 
 
Ministry Center 

Closed 

Tuesday             27 
8:30AM Mass 
 
9AM - Quilters 
 
 
7PM - Scouts 

Wednesday     28 
8:30AM Mass 

Thursday          29 
8:30AM Mass 
 
 
2PM - Prayer Gr. 
 
 

Friday                30 
8:30AM Mass 

Saturday         31 
3:00PM  
Confession 
4:00PM Mass 

January        1 
8:00AM Mass 
10:30AM Mass 

2 
NO 8:30AM 
MASS or 
Communion 
Service 
 
Ministry Center 
Closed 

3 
8:30AM Mass 
 

School Resumes 
 

9AM - Quilters 
 
1PM - Liturgy Mtg. 
 

3PM - Bishop CF 
3PM - Tigers 
 
7PM - RCIA   

4 
8:30AM Mass 
 
3PM - Fox CF 
 
3PM - Youth 
Choir 
 
5PM - Youth 
Choir Parent Mtg. 

5 
8:30AM Mass 
 
3PM - Webelos 1 
 
 
2PM - Prayer Gr 
 
7PM - Baptismal 
Class 

6 
8:30AM Mass 
 
9AM - Noon 
Eucharistic 
Adoration 
 
 
   
 
 
Denim & Dogs 

7 
3:00PM  
Confession 
4:00PM Mass 
 
High School 
Placement Test 
 
 
 

8 
8:00AM Mass 
10:30AM Mass 
 

 
 
 
 

after masses 
 

Noon - Pack Mtg. 

9 
8:30AM Mass 
 

    12:00PM  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6PM - Hanch 
Camp Fire 

10 
8:30AM Mass 
 
9AM - Quilters 
 
3PM - Bears 
 
7PM - Scouts 
 
7PM - RCIA   

11 
8:30AM Mass 
 
3PM - Youth 
Choir 
 
7PM - Adult Choir 

12 
8:30AM Mass 
 
2PM - Prayer Gr. 
 
3PM - Wolves 
 
7PM - Parish 
Ministry Council 

13 
8:30AM Mass 
 
 
School - Noon 
   Dismissal  
Parent/Teacher 
  Conferences 

14 
3:00PM  
Confession 
4:00PM Mass 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

December 25, 2011,  
 

The Nativity of the Lord 
(Christmas) 

 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that, as we are bathed in the new radiance  
of your incarnate Word, 

the light of faith, which illumines our minds, 
may also shine through in our deeds. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 
Reflection question: 

 

How can the light of my faith  
be seen in my daily actions? 

 

FROM THE RESPECT LIFE OFFICE 
BE A PART OF THE 2012  

MARCH FOR LIFE PILGRIMAGE… 
WITHOUT LEAVING HOME! 

 
You do not have to travel to Washington DC to show 
your support; you can help someone from your parish or 
school make the pilgrimage.   
 

Contact the Respect Life Office today at  
francis@diocesekcsj.org  

to learn how you can sponsor a pilgrim!  

Altar Society 
 
There will not be an Altar Society Meeting in 
the January.  Our next meeting is scheduled 
for February 2, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Min-
istry Center basement. 

 
Hope to see you there! 



December 25, 2011 - The Nativity of the Lord 

God gave us the greatest gift of love when He 
sent His son to redeem us.  He asks us to love 
one another as He loves us.  Take the time to 
grow deeper in love with God, your spouse and 
your family.  

 

Please consider making a Marriage Encounter Week-
end.  For more information visit our website at:   

 

wwme4youandme.org/ or  
contact Tony & Barb Zimmerman at 816-741-4066. 

                                           
                           New Year. New Beginnings. 
 
There are many ways to support the work of Catholic 
Charities - including sharing your time and talent. We al-
ways welcome goodhearted people who want to be of 
service to the families who come to Catholic Charities for 
assistance in their time of need. As you contemplate your 
New Year’s resolutions, consider sharing you expertise 
and talent with those in need.  

Contact Kelly Johnson for a list of opportunities. 
816.221.4377 or www.CatholicCharities-kcsj.org 

BAPTISM CLASS 
Thursday, January 5, 2012 

7:00 p.m.  
Ministry Center Basement 

 

If you are expecting and would like to have your child bap-
tized at Nativity and you have not previously attended this 
class you must do so before a date can be set.  Please 
call the Ministry Center, 353-2184, to RSVP if you are 
planning to attend. 

The Other Gospels: 
What Wisdom Do They Offer” 

Tuesday, January 3, 10, 17, 24   -   7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Repeated Wed., Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25   -   10am - Noon 

St. Sabina Catholic Church, Belton, MO 
Presented by Biagio Mazza 

 

We will explore 4 of these gospels:  The Gnostic gospels 
of Thomas and Mary and Infancy gospels of James and 
Thomas. Bring a Bible, a friend and come learn together 
the wisdom these “other” gospels can still offer us today. 
 

Call 816-331-4713 to register. 

  More Treasures From Our Tradition 
 

An old joke asks, "What time is Midnight 
Mass?" The answer is not really obvious, since 
Christmas is unique in having several distinct 
celebrations. The readings and prayers vary 
greatly from hour to hour. The Vigil Mass 
hinges on the family heritage of Jesus and his 
origins. The concept of "midnight" predates 
clock time, and really has to do with a celebra-
tion in the hours of darkness. Years ago, it was 
not possible to receive Communion without 
fasting for a full day, so the late hour of this 
Mass made it possible for the people to re-
ceive. The first Mass after sunrise, the Mass at 
Dawn, was once known as "The Shepherds' 
Mass," and later Masses set aside stories of 
Jesus' birth to focus on the key to the day's 
celebration: John the Evangelist's majestic the-
ology of Christ's identity as the Word made 
flesh, dwelling among us. One feast, four sepa-
rate Masses. Only monasteries manage the 
whole round. Parishioners typically take just 
one entry point into the mystery. Yet there is 
much to savor and celebrate in the coming of 
Christ into the world. Christmas is not a day, 
but a season. You still have two weeks to send 
those Christmas cards before you're officially 
late! 

First Saturday Devotions 
January 7, 2012  -  St. Mark’s Church 

 

To make reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, as 
requested by her at Fatima, the World Apostolate of 
Fatima is sponsoring for the third year, a series of First 
Saturday devotions that are being held in a different parish 
each month. Rosary, Confessions and Meditations will 
begin at 8:00 am followed by Mass at 9:00 am.  Our Lady 
promised to assist at the hour of death those who com-
plete these devotions on five consecutive First Satur-
days.  Please take advantage of this offer and be-
gin January 7th.  
 

If you have any questions please contact Dennis O'Brien 
816-810-3801. 



December 25, 2011 - The Nativity of t he Lord 

New Year’s Eve Party and Dance 
Knights of Columbus Council #4962 

5101 Blue Ridge Cutoff  
 

December 31st     
Doors open at 8:00 p.m. 

 
$15 per person, $25 couple in advance  

or $20 per person, $35 couple at the door  
 

Music by DJ  
 

BYOB - beverages/setups available  
and a light meal served.  

Party favors and Champagne at midnight.   
 

For additional information  
or for advance reservations, please call  

Ed Columbus at 816-359-8831 or  

PROPER UNDERTAKING 
 

Never undertake anything for which you wouldn't  
have the courage to ask the blessings of heaven. 

 

--Georg C. Lichtenberg 

“SOS” – SAVE THE DATE 
THE 19th ANNUAL 

SUPPORT OUR SEMINARIANS  
DINNER AND AUCTION 

Friday, January 27, 2012   
 

Marriott Allis Plaza 
           12th and Wyandotte, Kansas City, Missouri 
 

This event benefits seminarians from the Archdiocese of 
Kansas City, Kansas and the Diocese of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph.  It promises to be an evening filled with fun and 
laughter, celebrating our Catholic faith, dining on wonderful 
food, and bidding on extraordinary items!   
 

The ticket price is $150.00 per person at tables of ten.  
To reserve your place, a table, or donate, contact: Martha 
Hodes 913-207-9893 or mmmh66@sbcglobal.net.  

January 
2012 

 4:00 PM Mass  8:00 AM Mass  10:30 AM Mass 

LECTORS   Ruth Farkas 
  Bob Steiert 

  Nancy Ronan   Sam Locascio 
  Laurie Supplee 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

*Paula Cassity 
  Melinda Boeh 
  Ed Krawczyk 
  Loretta Krawczyk 
  Cindy Mosbauer 
  Katie Smith 
  Gerry Zeikle 
 

*Denotes Captain 

*Catherine Anthony 
  John Felz 
  Lucy Lamb 
  Jeff Rosenberg 
   
We need 2 volunteers   
for this mass    
 
 

*Denotes Captain 

*Mary Singer 
  Carla Brewer 
  Michele Hix 
  Mercy Kimbrough 
  Larry Lamb 
  Manny Martinez 
  Frank Milazzo 
   
*Denotes Captain 

Ushers 
              THE 

   
 USHER SCHEDULE 

   
  IS POSTED IN THE 

   
USHER’S ROOM 

Servers   Diaz Family 
 
 

     Lakin Family 

PLEASE NOTE: 
THE MASS SCHEDULE FOR  

THE WEEKDAYS AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

Monday, Dec. 26 - 8:30a.m. Communion Service 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 27 - 8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 28 - 8:30a.m. Communion Serv. 
 

Thursday, Dec. 29 - 8:30a.m. Communion Service 
 

Friday, Dec. 30 - 8:30 a.m. Mass 



December 18, 2011 - The Nativity of the Lord 

ORDER DUE BY NOON - JANUARY 10TH       TOTAL $__________ 



 
 
 CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
  Nativity of Mary Church #646150 
  10017 E. 36th Terrace South 
  Independence, MO 64052 
 
 TELEPHONE 
  816 353-2184 
 
 CONTACT PERSON 
  Mary Jo Nafus 
 
 SOFTWARE 
  MSPublisher 2007 
  Adobe Acrobat X 
  Windows XP Pro 
 
 PRINTER 
  HP Laserjet 2605 
 
 TRANSMISSION TIME 
  Tuesday 12:00 
 
 SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION 
  December 25, 2011 
 
 NUMBER OF PAGES SENT 
  1 through 8 
 
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 


